Wimborne-Valognes Twinning Association AGM 20 February 2009 

Extract from the minutes

President’s Report   Georgina began by referring to the diary of 2008 events which had been made available to members that evening.  There had been a varied number of meetings, every one of which had been successful due to being well supported by members.
The highlight of the year had been the celebrations with our French friends in May, which sadly she had had to miss, due to a previously arranged visit to her aged aunt.  She had been ably represented by Peter Rock and the weekend had been enjoyed by everyone, especially the double decker bus provided for the trip to Salisbury and Wilton.  The whole weekend had been a success due to the hard work of Peter and Norman Payne and the committee, with the organisation of the visit and the accommodation.  She also thanked the hosts, who had made their guests so welcome and gave a big thank-you to Velda for all her help during the weekend, especially on the evening of the dinner and, of course, for giving Norman support during the weekend.

Georgina mentioned that our aims as set out in the constitution are to foster and promote good-will between individuals of the two communities and we fulfilled this not only with the French visit but also with other activities.  In April 22 members of the Valognes Rugby Club had come to Wimborne for the day and were entertained by the Wimborne Rugby Club, who in the afternoon won the game 12-5.  In June our Mayor and Mayoress Robin and Sue Cook, accompanied by Anthony and Christine Oliver, had visited Sourdeval but en route were entertained to lunch by the new Mayor of Valognes.  In July there had been a presentation of prizes, sponsored by the Association, for projects written by Year 8 Students from St Michael’s Middle 

School after a visit to France.  In September nine members had gone to Valognes for their annual barbecue,in fine weather.

Our bi-annual visit to Valognes will be taking place from 15-17 May this year, when around 40 of our members are expected to take part.

Membership numbers are good, totalling 186 as at 19th February.  38 subscriptions were outstanding; if they were not paid by the end of the month, those members would not receive a newsletter.  Members were asked to see Tricia if they wished to pay that evening.

Jan had asked her to say that there were still two tickets left for the Mardi Gras and six for the talk on the French Resistance in March.  From now on it would be possible to pay for all tickets ordered with one cheque if that is easier.  Jan had said that all the stamps on the letters sent by members are sent to Guide Dogs for the Blind.  A date for members’ diaries was 24th April for Soup and Skittles at Pamphill and the flyer would be received at the beginning of April.

Georgina went on to say that sadly, during the last year, we had said goodbye to three members, including Jo Walker who, after a chance meeting with Michael Evans when she arrived in Wimborne, had started a French conversation group in her home called Walkers Talkers.  One of our Life Members, Eileen Roberts, had also died.  She had represented the Girl Guides and had kept the archives until handing the job over to Malcolm Lowe.  We had also been sad to hear of the death of Simon Holloway, son of Joan and Ken Holloway, also members, after a short illness.

She thanked the Committee, without whom she would not have been able to run all the events during the year.

Lastly, she gave special thanks to Norman Payne, not only for his work with Peter Rock this year but also, as she was sure all would agree, for producing an excellent newsletter four times a year and for his amazing knowledge of the old Wimburnian calendar.

She finished by saying that after a welcome break for a glass of wine, we would be entertained by Mrs Rita Harris, a magician.

