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Report on the events of 2009

Our year started with a marvellous evening  of food and wine with our friends from the Valognes French Twinning  group.  We had invited them to a Delikatesse evening, with food from both regions, and I think we surprised many of them with the delicious treats we had bought from Ochsenfurt!

This was followed by our Annual Lecture, when an old friend, Herr Werner Sabiers, gave a very interesting talk on ‘Germany Today’.  

This year was our turn to visit our friends in Germany, and we arrived for a fantastic weekend of celebration at Whitsun. Every two years, they have a Horse Festival, with both ridden and driven horses leaving the town and going  up the hill to the little chapel for  the blessing.  Most of us walked along with the party, waving both the Dorset flag and the Union flag. (We left them with one of our hosts, who is a flag collector!)  The weather was gorgeous, and the welcome, as usual, was wonderful.  We also took part  in the opening of their new Boules pitch, situated in the old moat around the town walls. Several games took place, and food and drink was plentiful.  They had also had made a cake to celebrate - slightly early- our 20 years of twinning.  Our group was also presented with bottles of a special  commemorative beer, and a couple of wurst (sausages), so we rather rolled happily home in the coach!

June saw our annual barbecue at the chairman’s home, again with good weather, and August was marked by the afternoon of Kaffee and Kucken, the German equivalent of tea and cakes, again with good sunny weather.

October is our skittles month, and we again had the pleasure of the company of some of our friends from Blandford-Preetz, when a good evening was had by all.

In November, we have been invited to Deans Court by Sir William Hanham, to celebrate the 20 years of twinning with Ochsenfurt.  We will meet at the Twinning Tree, planted  on the first visit  by our friends, and then go to the house for tea and cakes.  We are grateful to Sir William for the invitation.

December is our annual St. Nicholas Eve meal, which rounds off the year nicely.
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