WIMBORNE/VALOGNES TWINNING ASSOCIATION
2009 has seen a programme of varied events, all of which have been well supported by our members, who at the present time number 189.

In January we were invited by the Wimborne/Ochsenfurt Twinning Association to join them in a social evening, when besides getting to know each other, we sampled French wines and cheeses and German wines and sausage.

As usual our AGM was held in February and was followed by “A Touch of Magic”.  In the same month we held our annual popular Mardi Gras evening, serving sweet and savoury pancakes.  Other annual favourites have included a Cream Tea in a member’s garden and a “Bastille” Barbecue in another member’s garden; the Wine Tasting Evening, which we hold in December when our host usually includes some French wines, among others, always has a waiting list.
Events with a strongly French theme have included “Experiences with the French Resistance”, a talk by Mrs Annie Thom about her mother’s role during World War II and the showing of the film “Il y a Longtemps Que Je T’Aime”, with Kristin Scott Thomas, at our local cinema, the Tivoli in Wimborne.

Entertainment by our own members has included a Soup and Skittles Evening with French Onion Soup and a suitably French dessert and a Soiree Musicale, to be held later in October.  This event was very enjoyable when we first held it two years ago.
In November members will be attending a “Convivial Meal” at Bentley’s Restaurant, Dudsbury Golf Club at West Parley, near Ferndown.

As usual we held a stall at the Wimborne Folk Festival, which attracted some interest and a few new members.

The highlight of the year was our bi-annual visit to Valognes in May, when once again our hosts made us very welcome and laid on a most interesting programme of events – a visit to the Treasures of Valognes, a real privilege as even the Valognais had not seen them before, and including of some of the beautiful porcelain manufactured in the town at one time and several original paintings of some note, a visit to a local chateau, whose restoration is almost finished and a wonderful lunch in the local Salle du Chateau.  We were accompanied on our visit, and at the lunch, by the Grainger Quartet who are members and whose music added to the convivial and friendly atmosphere of the entire visit.
