 Chairman’s report, 2008

This was a year of ups and downs, particularly with regard to the weather!  Treasurer Tony had a stroke in January, but is now almost recovered. Very sadly we lost Simon Holloway in October to cancer. Several of us attended his funeral.  Bel Sharp was diagnosed with cancer, she has been operated on and but appears now to be stable.  Reg  Dunningham collapsed in November, and is now in Southampton hospital for treatment.  

We send our best wishes to all of them and their families.

At the AGM we had the pleasure of  appointing 3 new committee members. My thanks to Carol, Jackie and Steve; I hope you have enjoyed your first year in place and will serve for a few more. 

March was the now traditional lecture with Herr Ritzer, which was an interesting evening.  We also entered the Wimborne In Bloom quiz. Well done to the team.

June –   annual barbeque, when 29 members had a pleasant evening cooking, eating and chatting.   

July  Kaffee and Küchen at Terry and Pat’s home  As in the previous year, it was not the best of days for weather, but those who came had a good if cramped time in the house, with occasional excursions into the garden when the sun did come out.

Once again, thanks to Terry and Pat for hosting and to those who brought Küchen

September and we had hoped to have a joint event with our friends from Valognes, but the timing was bad, so it was postponed till January. We did, however, see an advance party from Ochsenfurt, led by Werner Binnen, who had five days walking the Coast Path  in mainly good weather, and thoroughly enjoying the experience.  Sadly some of our members who had wished to join them were unable to, due to health problems. Werner also issued an invitation to any of us who would like to join them when we go over this year. 

October,  we welcomed the rest of the guests from Ochsenfurt, including the new Burgermeister, Rainer Friedrich and his wife Gertrud.  We took them to Minterne House, home of  Lord Digby and family, and were warmly welcomed, with a tour of the house which is not normally open to the public. Sadly the weather was awful, so after a lunch stop in Dorchester, we took the scenic route back home. We also hosted a dinner at Allendale House, of traditional  English fare, and several of our guests went back for ‘seconds’.

November  Skittles with Blandford was arranged again, and a great time was had by all, but one of the Blandford team fell awkwardly and when the ambulance team arrived was found to have probably broken her hip.  This was the case, and she was operated on the next day, and is now home and making good progress.  It hasn’t put them off the idea of coming again this year! We did a ploughman’s supper, and thanks to Terry buying genuine local cheese while in Germany, with several English ones as well, it was well received.

December brought the traditional St. Nicholas Eve party, for which we returned to Allendale House and once again we had a good time with good food from Sorrels Catering. Now we are back to another AGM, and looking forward to a new year of fun and fundraising! 

The important point of this year will be that it is now 20 years since we officially

twinned with Ochsenfurt, and in November we will have some sort of celebration on the day, so keep the date free!  We have also been informed that when we go to Ochsenfurt this summer, they will be putting on something to celebrate it too, so as well as the Bratwurst fest and the St. Wolfgangstritt  horse festival, we are likely to come home quite exhausted!!  If you haven’t booked your place for that yet, don’t wait too long. 

Sadly, Terry Winter is leaving the committee, and I would like to thank him very much for all the assistance he has given us over the past 4 years, and the hard work he has  done for us.

On your behalf, as well as mine, I would also like to thank all the committee members, without whose unfailing support we would not have had such a good year of socialising.  Thank you.

