Annual Report of the Weymouth & Portland Louviers Society
2008-2009

As in the Report of 2007/8, the forthcoming celebrations of the 50th Anniversary of the founding of our Society, which took place in Weymouth during the weekend 9th – 12th May, dominated the activities.  Fund raising was paramount!  Our plans to make the visit from Louviers a total success depended on the efforts of all members and I am proud of the teamwork which enabled these plans to come to fruition.

Although we do not have the chateaux in Dorset as in France, we are fortunate in a wealth of local history and had decided to give our visitors a taste of  19th century military life by a visit to the Nothe Fort.

The weather was extremely kind to us this year and the first day  visitors and members gathered in Hope Square to join in the procession which was to lead to the Fort, built by the Victorians to repel the French! Not on this occasion, however, and it was quite a spectacular promenade by way of the harbour, led by drummers and the Mayors in full regalia. The early tourists to Weymouth were awarded with an unexpected treat, although a little bemused by the motley crowd which passed.

The noonday gun was fired , then groups were taken on a guided tour, this was followed by a lunch at the Fort.

The official reception at the Prince Regent hotel was graced by the presence of the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Mrs. Anthony Pitt-Rivers. The Charters were signed and presents exchanged.  An excellent dinner, followed by a wonderful cabaret from WOW, finished the first day of this remarkable weekend.

On Saturday a visit to Longleat had been arranged. Again, this proved to be an outstanding success, not the least by an appearance on the steps of his ancestral home of Lord Bath, especially to welcome the French. Although he loves to dress in a rather unusual fashion, he is a true gentleman and the French were greatly impressed! We were all then free to enjoy the distractions of Longleat and the Safari Park.

Sunday was a day for the hosts to entertain their visitors and the evening was spent at the venue in Charlton Down, where we had a demonstration of Scottish Country Dancing by June Hornby’s very talented youngsters, some Rock and Roll by older dancers, dancing to Stephen Nicholas, and another excellent meal.  A special cake to commemorate the 50th Anniversary was cut and served.

Our visitors left Monday morning, full of praise for the weekend.  

As in our previous Reports, the emphasis on keeping the “entente cordiale” alive is our aim and we wish every success to other Twinning Societies.  May you all enjoy the pleasure of twinning in 2010 and beyond.

Catherine Irving,

Chair, Weymouth & Portland Louviers Society
