SWANAGE TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION

President : The Mayor of Swanage, Michael Pratt Esq.

REPORT TO THE DORSET ASSOCIATION  
“Wonderful weekend!”, “Thousand thanks”, “We really enjoyed our stay with you all and are looking forward to our next meeting”.  
These are just some of the appreciative comments from our friends in Rudesheim after their 2009 visit, when a party of thirty seven arrived at Southampton airport on the evening of 8th July, where they were met by members of the Committee. The next day, there was a barbecue (the sun actually shone part of the time!) attended by our President who gave a short speech of welcome – albeit in English!  The weather was again kind for an all-day coach trip on the Friday. We went first to Portland, stopping at the view-point to take in the breathtaking vista of Weymouth Bay and Chesil beach, then on to the Bill for coffee and cake prior to some free time to explore the harbour, shops and pubs of Weymouth.  Finishing at the excellent tearooms at Moreton, there was time to visit the superb etched glass windows in the church and to visit Lawrence of Arabia’s grave.
For once on the Saturday, the weather let us down! There were no official events that day and the shops, cafe and steam railway all benefitted from our visitors’ custom.  Other hardy souls went for walks, travelled to Bournemouth or ventured across the seas (to the Isle of Wight!) The visit took place during the Annual Swanage Jazz Festival and some went to the gigs taking place over the weekend. For our traditional farewell Party, we returned to the historic environs of the Kingston Country Courtyard where musical entertainment was provided by Andy Hague. A great time was had by all with everyone joining in the singing and dancing. At the Party, Ute Neugebauer the Rudesheim Chairman, issued an invitation for us to visit them next August during their Wine Festival – an invitation gladly accepted by our members!
In the meantime we continue with our monthly meetings and already thoughts are beginning to turn to 2011, the 25th anniversary of our Partnerschaft, when our German friends are next due to visit.  At our AGM next month, consideration will be given to how best to take the Association forward as difficulties are being experienced in recruiting new active (and slightly younger!) members – unfortunately a familiar lament amongst clubs and societies locally. We are generally self-funding and we do need the active support of members to sustain the level of activities hitherto enjoyed. 
Our next fund-raising event is at 7pm on Friday 30th October at Swanage Football Club, when ever-popular Andy Hague returns to entertain and provide a musical anti-dote to Halloween!  Tickets are £10 to members in advance (£12 on the door), contact 01929 421492 or 01929 423825. It would be nice to see some members of other Associations at his event, you will be very welcome.
My apologies for not being able to be present at the meeting but as explained, it clashes with our own meeting, which is being addressed by a local JP – so missing that is not an option!
Mike Stollery

Chairman

mikestollery@btopenworld.com
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