SWANAGE TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION

President: The Mayor of Swanage, Gary Suttle Esq

THE ASSOCIATION IN 2007

The highlight of the year was undoubtedly the visit in September of our friends from Rudesheim. “One of the most enjoyable visits ever…” was just one of the comments received afterwards. Our friends led by Gillian Platzdasch, 45 in the end - sadly two having to drop out at the last minute through illness - arrived variously on Wednesday and Thursday (5th and 6th) and returned to Rudesheim the following Monday and Tuesday. The largest contingent flew from Frankfurt to Southampton arriving in the evening of Wednesday 5th September but others made their own way by air via Dublin or Shannon (!) to Bournemouth or in their own cars.  All were accommodated in members’ homes, many continuing to be hosted by friends made over the years – some going back over the full 21 years of the twinning.  

The official events included a Cream Tea at the Corfe Castle model village on the Thursday, the Civic Reception (Friday), the tree planting ceremony (Saturday) and the Party at the Kingston Country Courtyard (Sunday). Live music was provided at the Civic Reception (Andy Haig and Pearl Nash with Carol Gibbons) and the Party (David & Jonathan and Bram Taylor).  Music was very much the key note (!) of the visit as the visit coincided with the Swanage Folk Festival. A number went to the Saturday Ceilidh, most saw the colourful procession on the Saturday and many witnessed the folk dancing after the Sunday Service. 

Other activities enjoyed by various numbers of our guests included sea rowing, walking, the Swanage Railway Gala & Classic Car rally plus groups of hosts and guests meeting informally for a beach party, meals or coffee in members’ homes or restaurants and pubs.  Sincere thanks are due to everyone who arranged all these informal or ad hoc events.  I believe these, just as much as the official events, cement the personal friendships that twinning is all about.

As a result of all these activities, many old friendships were renewed and new ones made.  I hope that the newer members, both from Swanage and Rudesheim, enjoyed the weekend and will become staunch members of our respective organisations, enjoying many future visits and events together.  

Magnificent support in 2007 came from Swanage Town Mayor, Gary Suttle, and the Swanage Town Council, to whom we also owe a great debt of gratitude.  They financed the Civic Reception, the tree for the tree-planting ceremony and a specially commissioned framed painting by local artist Shirley Warrington, presented to Gillian by the Mayor at the Civic Reception. 

Sadly I have to record the loss of our Vice Chairman, Sylvia Haughey, who really was the inspiration behind the programme.  Sylvie was, in addition to being a power-house of ideas, was a great friend whose courage and good humour never left her through her long illness. 

Looking to the future, we will need to rebuild our finances but, thanks to the generous support of our President and the Town Council, not to the extent as might have been. Nonetheless, we will be holding a number of fund-raising events during the forthcoming year and into 2009 to ensure that we can once again properly entertain our friends when they next visit. 

The challenges next year will be different to the one just past, namely to attract more members, attract some younger people, improve our publicity and to devise programmes which may have a wider appeal. Come and join us at some of our meetings – you will be assured of a warm welcome.

Officers for 2008 are Chairman, Mike Stollery; Vice Chairman, Rene Stanford; Secretary, Ruth Newton; Treasurer, Heather Tainsh; Membership Secretary, Colin Barratt.

Mike Stollery, (Chairman.)
E-mail: mikestollery@btopenworld.com
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