SWANAGE TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Founding and Aims of the Association
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Swanage is twinned with Rudesheim am Rhein in Germany, the Town Twinning Association being formed in November 1983 after a series of public meetings.  The Aims of the Association are to “…promote international friendship by strengthening by all possible means the links formed by the Association, stimulating and fostering the mutual exchanges at all levels between the peoples of the twin towns….and by organising fund-raising activities to support the objectives of the Association”.  This quotation is taken from the Association’s Constitution, which further provides for the Mayor of Swanage or a Councillor representative to be President of the Association.  Current membership of the Association numbers just over 70.

Rudesheim is a popular holiday resort by the Rhine.  It is an historic town in a picturesque setting with a similar size population to that of Swanage.  Almost 3 million tourists visit Rudesheim and its sister town Assmannshausen every year.    In addition to tourism, its chief industry is wine-making. If you go there you will see that the surrounding hills are covered with vineyards. The Germans describe Rudesheim as the Gateway to Middle Rhine Valley, a World Heritage Site. Rudesheim has its own websites : www.rudesheim-rhine.info and www.rudesheim.de/en/index.html.  

First formal visits in 1986 and 1987

The first official visit from Rudesheim took place in Swanage in May 1986 and was led by the Burgermeister of Rudesheim, together with several councillors and the first formal Twinning ceremony took place in Rudesheim in September 1986.  This was followed by the second ceremony in May 1987, which was held in Swanage.  On this occasion the two mayors signed a counter-part twinning document. Since then there have been many happy exchanges between the people of the two towns. 

Every December there is a Christmas Market of the Nations held in Rudesheim.  The Germans describe it in their free holiday guide for English-speaking visitors as one of the most attractive in Germany, with over 120 stalls representing 12 countries.  Nations from all over the world show their Christmas wares and customs, in the Market Square.  For many years Swanage has been represented with a stall selling local wares ranging from Christmas puddings to marmalades and cider!  Many friendships have been further strengthened as many of our friends in Rudesheim come and help.

The pattern of visits in alternate years established in 1986/7 has continued ever since. When we visit Rudesheim, we stay with host families in their homes and, similarly when the Germans come to Swanage, our members act as hosts. In this way many firm friendships have been formed over the years.  Although there are always a number of organised events, as friendships have developed, the programmes both here and in Germany have tended to allow more free time for outings and activities with individual visitors and their host families.

Recent visits 

In recent years, visits have coincided with special events both in Rudesheim and Swanage. The Germans are proud of the spectacular fireworks display that highlights the annual “Rhine Aflame” Summer Festival, which members of the Swanage Town Twinning Association saw during our 2004 visit. We had a superb viewpoint from the Niederwalddenkmal monument high above Rudesheim and Assmannshausen. 
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On this occasion we also visited Wiesbaden, a spa town since Roman times, where we toured the “Landtag”, a building originally built for German nobility but now used for the Hessen Parliament.  Afterwards we went via the Nerobergbahn, a gravitation controlled cable to the top of the Neroberg for a scenic view of the city and a visit to the “Griechische Kapelle”, a Russian Orthodox Church. In addition there were Church services, concerts, a visit to the old Asbach company distillery, a boat trip on the Rhine and the traditional Twinning Party.

When the Germans have visited us in Swanage, we have taken them to Portsmouth, the Wilton Carpet factory and organised historical walks and town trails around Swanage.  We have also taken them to many places of local interest such as Corfe Castle, our local vineyard at Harmans Cross and the Jurassic Coast.  We have entertained them with barn dances, barbecues and, just as our trips to Rudesheim have done, their visits here conclude with a Party, usually attended by about 80 visitors and hosts. Our Rudesheim friends love to join in with Swanage celebrations, for example they took a very active part in the Carnival procession in 2005.  This year it was their wish for their visit to coincide with the Folk Festival.
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Zwanzig Jahres!

In 2006 we were invited to a special civic reception to commemorate 20 years (Zwanzig Jahres) since the signing of the Twinning Document in Rudesheim.  Speeches, including one by George Willey representing Swanage Mayor Gary Suttle, were made in the Rheinhalle in the presence of local dignitaries and a member of the EU Parliament.  This was followed by an evening of splendid entertainment. During the weekend we visited the Loreley and places of interest along the Rhine gorge.  The Sunday was devoted to following various interests with our German hosts, including rowing, concerts and visiting transport events in Frankfurt.  The visit concluded with the usual joyous Party, this time at the Magdelenhof.
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Swanage visitors enjoy a picnic with their German hosts during their visit to places of interest along the Rhine
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2007 sees the celebration of 20 years since the counterpoint signing of the Twinning documents in Swanage.  The focus of this will be the civic reception to be held at the Swanage Bay Holiday Park in September.  Our friends from Rudesheim will be taking part in the Folk Festival and we will be holding the traditional end of visit Twinning Party in the very special surroundings of the Kingston Courtyard.

Further details as to times and venues etc. from the Chairman at the e-mail address below

Care to join?

If you join the Association  (current membership £10 per person or £20 for a family per year) you will be made very welcome.  It is to be hoped, but not essential, that you would be able and willing to act as hosts and take part in the biennial visits to Rudesheim. In between times, as you see above, we have a varied programme of fund-raising and social events. 

Details of the programme, venues and other aspects of the Association may be obtained from the Chairman, Mike Stollery.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Contact, e-mail : mikestollery@btopenworld.com

