Sturminster Newton Twinning Association

Annual Report 2009

Since hosting the 2008 County Association’s AGM, Sturminster Newton Twinning Association has a variety of social and fund-raising events. 

In November 2008 we held our first quiz. Attended by 14 teams from local organisations and other twinning towns, the event proved popular and helped boost Association funds – always a useful side effect. We hope to build on the success of the first quiz and make it an annual fund-raiser.

Our annual ‘working’ visit to the Chandeleur at Montebourg in January was very enjoyable, as usual. Numbers, unfortunately, were down on previous years, so those who were able to go were kept busy on the stand, selling cheese and marmalade, and locally produced decorative tiles, which proved extremely popular with the French. The Montebourg members were very impressed by (and envious of) the County association banners which were on display as part of our stand. All in all a very successful expedition.

Our social visit to Montebourg this year was for the 65th anniversary of the D-Day landings in June. The weekend was extremely interesting and educational, and very full. We were grateful to be allowed the honour of joining the official ceremony to lay a wreath in memory of the French civilians who died during the conflict.

Summer Party. One of our traditional social events held during the summer months. Hosted in the garden of Mike and Clare Short, a most enjoyable soiree of wine, food and conversation. What better way of spending a long summer’s evening!

Boules. Once again our boules team has enjoyed a successful season, narrowly losing the league championship to Poole, the winners, in the last match of the season. In September, we held an Open Boules Competition at the Plough Inn, Manston – our home pitch. With 22 pairs entering from all parts of Dorset (and Hampshire), the competition surpassed our expectations. Our thanks to all those who took part, to the Plough Inn for the hospitality, and our congratulations to the winning pair – from Poole! We shall certainly hold this event again in the Autumn of next year, with the possibility of a pre-season competition in March/April being actively considered. Watch this space for news!

The French visited us in September for the annual Cheese festival – their ‘working’ weekend. They were delighted to sell their entire stock, raising funds for themselves and their project supporting a school in Burkina Fasso. We also help in funding the education of 25 children through their school life.

All in all, it has been a good year for the Association. Events have been successful in both social and financial terms. The membership, although relatively small, is active. We must however, have an eye to the future and increase our efforts to attract new members and involve other organisations, to continue and promote the undoubted benefits of twinning. To this end, we have taken stands at two local events - Sturminster Show, and The Stock Gaylard Oak Fair. It is important that the Association is seen to be an active part of the local community.

