Dorset Twinning Association  AGM 
Secretary’s Report 2009

As we meet again for another AGM the Dorset Twinning business is thriving particularly in the towns and villages.  We all realise that in the present financial climate visits between our twinning countries can prove to be expensive however we welcomed a large contingent during the summer from France and I am aware that many individual twinning organisations have been able to continue their annual visits.  We must congratulate the officers of the twin towns and villages throughout Dorset who maintained these links this year particularly with a euro/ sterling difficulty.
Having spent a couple of years enhancing our marketing capability it is the time for the DTA to help with funding through grants and European funding streams which may be available to our organisation rather than through individual town/village applications.  During our Kingston Maurward meeting we heard of some of the grants available and it may be possible to secure funding through some of these routes to assist individual twinning associations.  In fact Dorset has won a European Award for Languages award through Adult Learning by training Modern Foreign Language volunteers to work with students and to help mixed ability groups to practice speaking and listening in the classroom.
The Insurance scheme we provide remains a key contribution to the work of twin towns and villages as it provides a cheap method of covering their Public Liability Insurance necessary for events and meetings.

Our banners are housed at Dorset Music Service in Blandford at the centre of the County and can be hired for a nominal fee.  Please contact the DMS office if you are interested in using them.  We may be able to assist with the transporting of the banners.

Finally, as we lead into preparations for the Olympics this would seem to be a great opportunity to invite our twin towns across Europe to visit us as there will lots of great events locally to enjoy together with a visit to London.  I the  lead up to this, one of the Music Service’s County ensembles is to visit a number of our twin towns next summer to promote Dorset completing their visit in Lucerne, (twinned with Bournemouth).
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