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PIDDLEHINTON TWINNING ASSOCIATION        
2008 – 2009
Our annual exchange ( in September 2009 ) took us once again to Longueville ( near Granville).   We enjoyed great hospitality and the highlights were a guided walk, barefoot, across the Baie du Mont St Michel, some extra special private garden visits and a guided tour of the bell foundry in Villedieu-les Poeles. Our own Piddle Valley Jazz Quartet came with us and  gave a free concert in the church for the village.  Our friendship is a very warm one. 
Our membership is slightly down this year due to various factors beyond our control and we are keen to attract younger families.  We hope to interest our local primary school in our exchange and perhaps involve them in designing a new logo for us.  
Other events in an enjoyable and productive year  :

October – Piddlehinton won the Dorset Twinning Quiz Shield . 

November – saw the Secretary writing to the Chairman of the Piddle Valley Plan, asking if it might be possible to install a petanque pitch in the valley for the use of everyone.  Also – a game of skittles against Bradford Peverall Twinning Association – something which has become something of a favourite annual event ! 
January – our annual fundraiser quiz & raffle.
February – our annual fundraiser jumble sale ! 

March – a French Evening in our local village hall, with 3 course French dinner and accordion player. Well supported by local inhabitants and a good sum raised for funds.

Generous donations from local businesses as well.
April – our AGM and dinner, with DVD of Twinning photos from the last exchange visit.  
May -  evidence of our growing interest in petanque, with a petanque and tea party at the home of one of our members.  Very cold weather – but good fun ! 

June -  we were invited to man a stall at Piddletrenthide Fete and mounted a display of photos to attract new members, as well as selling cider.  The cider went down well !  We also succeeded in matching up a penfriendship between a local teenager and a teenage girl from Longueville as a direct result of our stall.  
July -  our summer barbecue in a lovely courtyard garden .  The pouring rain did nothing at all to dampen the spirits of those present and it was judged a super evening ! 

August -  a return match at skittles against Bradford Peverell.  It did rain … but was not nearly as cold an evening as our usual winter get-togethers and we were very snug indoors !

September -  our 4 day visit to Longueville, as above.  They will visit us in the spring of 2010.

                                                                                        Jo Thornton ( Sec ) 01300 348670 

