Poole – Cherbourg Twinning Association
2011 – Report

Poole maintains its friendly link with Cherbourg with two Joint Meetings per annum, this year in May ( Cherbourg ) and September ( Poole ).

The year has also seen the conclusion of the first year of the Cross Channel Challenge between the two towns and a number of sports fixtures contributed to the points total – with Cherbourg winning the trophy – but as they are donated the trophy, this may be a diplomatic outcome for the first year!

We have once again been pleased to support Fire cadets from both sides of the Channel in their new links and their fire service related activities have been proved valuable – so much so that there is an application for European funding that will support a further link with Bremerhaven, the other Cherbourg twin town.

Poole Youth Service has, over the past few years, forged a strong link with la Maison pour Tous in Octeveille Cherbourg and both groups have made visits this year, the Cherbourg group camping and being hosted by Youth groups in the town, the Poole group staying at the L’auberge de Jeunesse in Cherbourg – how Poole would appreciate a similar Youth Hostel in the town .... 
The return of the ‘Barfleur’ enabled school groups to re-establish links and day visits with the PCTA giving support grants whenever possible. Whether the ‘Barfleur’ is to return to the Poole – Cherbourg route in 2012 is not known, but with an Olympic year ahead of us, it would seem to be a possibility.
The Poole – Cherbourg Twinning Club known as the PCTAG ( Activity Group ) 

regrettably has folded, but the Association has taken a long hard look at its Constitution and Committee structure, so a fresh start is indicated for Twinning in Poole in 2012. Petanque continues on Sundays and Wednesdays at Upton House and thanks goes to Alan Linge and his team who keep the Dorset Twin Town Petanque League going! 
Gina Wilcox ( PCTA – Sec.)                                                          10th October 2011.                            
