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This report covers the second year working with the new constitution and also the second year for the present Management Committee. Following the retirement of Councillor John Peake in June, the new Chairman of the County Council, Councillor John Wilson has agreed to be President of the Association and has also agreed to be the Dorset County Council representative on the Management Committee and we welcomed him to his first meeting on the 10th September.

Undoubtedly the highlight of the year was the event at Kingston Maurward in June. On Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th the College held its annual open days with the participation of some French stalls, and representatives of Cherbourg tourism and our own Twinning Association shared a small marquee, this followed from the Cherbourg Garden Festival in 2008 in which the College had participated. On the Saturday a Twinning Meeting was held at which some 60 people were present including French friends from Cherbourg and Cerisy-la-Salle who were being hosted for the weekend by their twin towns of Poole and Swanage. This was particularly appropriate since 2009 is the 25th anniversary of the Dorset/La Manche twinning. Following a welcome by Clare Davison the College Principal, the meeting was addressed by Dr Claude Halbecq Vice-President of the La manche Conseil Générale, and member of the CG for Cerisy, M. Jean-Claude Magalhaes a Maire-adjoint of Cherbourg and Mrs. Hilary Thompson, President of the La Manche Twinning Association, also from Cerisy.  Ms Jo Crocombe from the Poole Education Department gave an interesting talk on joint projects with French schools and David Kenyon described future plans for the Dorset Youth orchestra to tour in France.  
The twinning meeting was followed by a reception hosted by John Peake, Chairman of DCC at which he, with Dr Halbecq and M Magallhaes presented medal “bars” to some 20 veterans of the 1944 fighting in Normandy. This was also John Peake’s last attendance at a DTA event before his retirement, and the Chairman of the DTA thanked him for all he had done for the Association and made a small presentation to him. The cost of the event was shared between the DTA and the County Council. We are grateful to the College, our speakers, those who manned the DTA stand and to the individual associations who provided leaflets.

Good use continues to be made of the website for announcements about DTA activities and also local association activities. We are fortunate in having such a good website which was set up some years ago by John Lamper and subsequently maintained by him. Unfortunately John is unwell and unable to continue to update the website. Arrangements have been made to transfer the work to Neil Birrell a competent person recommended by John and this has now taken place, Neil’s e-mail address is on our website for those who need it. We are very grateful to John for all his efforts which he has done without any charge other than the website hosting fees. Under the new arrangements there will be a modest charge in addition to the website fees, based on the amount of work undertaken..

A matter of some concern to us is our continuing links with the La Manche Twinning Association, which clearly has organisational problems although the individual associations are very active. Some assurances were given by Dr Halbecq and I am keeping in touch with him and Hilary Thompson.
The annual Quiz competition was won by Piddlehinton and the Pétanque league was won by Poole. We are grateful to the organisers of these annual events and in particular to Alan Linge for organising the Pétanque league for several years.
I would like to express my appreciation to the members of the committee for their support and in particular the hard working secretaries and treasurer.
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