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Gillingham Town Twinning Association
Gillingham, Dorset / Le Neubourg, Normandy

Chairman: David Lloyd, 18 Windsor Lane, Gillingham, Dorset   SP8 4TG   Tel: 01747 825558 Email: david@gcci.org.uk 

Secretary: Muriel Shean, Staddle Stones, Wyke Road, Gillingham, Dorset  SP8 4NG  Tel; 01747 821604 

10 October 2008  
2008 Report for Dorset Twinning Association 
November 2007 – We held a Charter Night Dinner to celebrate our 30th Anniversary. Over 150 twinners and friends enjoyed a great meal and evening at The Olive Bowl, Gillingham.  This was the first time we had celebrated in this way and it was in lieu of our usual Christmas Dinner.  We raised £2080 for the Salisbury Hospice Care Trust.
February 2008 – Annual General Meeting held at The Town Hall.  A cheque for £2080 was formerly presented to the Fundraiser of the Salisbury Hospice Trust.  A talk entitled ‘A Wildlife Sabbatical in Europe’ was given by the Nature Conservation Advisor for the Wessex Region of the National Trust.

April 2008 – A walk around the Stourhead Estate was led by Simon Ford (Nature Conservation Advisor for the Wessex Region of the National Trust.)  It was chilly, snow was on the ground but the walk was enjoyed by all.
April 2008 – A Skittles Night with a fine Ploughman’s Supper was held at Gillingham Football Clubhouse.  Over 30 members and friends enjoyed a great sociable evening.  We raised funds for the association as well.

May 2008 – The Association took a table at The Olive Bowl as part of Rotary’s ‘Welcome to Gillingham Day’.  It was an opportunity for the general public to see what local clubs and societies were available.  It proved worthwhile for us as we gained five new members.
May 2008 – Twinning Exchange, when 40 of us travelled to Le Neubourg by coach.  As always we were well treated by our French friends and we all had a great time. Twinner Alan whiffen made a special garden arch which was presented to the French at the welcome Evening.  The visit also included a trip to Paris.  Sarah Nicholls, reporter with the Western Gazette travelled with us for the weekend and provided us with splendid reports and publicity for the following three weeks.
July 2008 – Summer BBQ. This was held in the garden of one of our members. Surprise, surprise! It rained!  Despite the weather 40 people turned up with gazebos, raincoats, umbrellas and a great time was had by all.  A five-piece jazz band played in our hosts’ garage and we danced in the rain.
October 2008 - A Skittles Night with yet another fine Ploughman’s Supper was held at Gillingham Football Clubhouse.  30 members and friends enjoyed a great evening.  It was an opportunity to talk to new members and we raised funds for the association as well.
Vive Le Jumelage!
