Lytchett Matravers Twinning Association

Report for 2006/2007

We have had a busy year of activities starting with running our Santa float through the village collecting in aid of a local children’s hospice Julia’s House. Our AGM in March was rather poorly attended but we were delighted to be able to select a complete committee with all officer places taken and a few extras providing an enthusiastic group to take the Association into a new year. In March we organised an evening of Music and Magic along with a delicious salad supper and then in May booked the well known Black Sheep to entertain us at a Barn Dance which proved to be very popular. In June we entered our village carnival parade and were very pleased to win first prize for our walking French Market complete with bike and onion sellers. We also ran a Bottle Tombola at the event which always draws a crowd. In July two of our member families hosted a French girl to help with their children and to give her a chance to learn some more English. Over the August Bank Holiday weekend about 30 members travelled across to Les Pieux for our biannual trip. We were treated to the usual excellent standard of hospitality and a great time was enjoyed by all the French and English families. In September a small group of members were challenged to a Petanque match by Upton Petanque club at Upton Country Park and we put in a spirited effort against more experienced opposition. October saw our beach walk at Sandbanks followed by lunch at the Banks Arms and we are now gathering numbers for our Christmas Dinner.

At the moment our membership is only around 30 families and we would love to be able to attract more members but find it increasingly difficult to do so. Two good profit making events this year plus our annual Parish Council Grant have enabled us to hold a healthy bank balance ready to entertain our French guests next year.

