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MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2005

Our friends from our twin town of St. Vaast la Hougue greatly enjoyed their recent visit to Bridport, and we are most grateful to all those who either hosted the visitors or helped to make them welcome in other ways.

The unseasonably cold weather throughout the weekend of the visit was unfortunate, and it showed up weaknesses in our planning from which lessons have to be learned for the future.

Nonetheless the visitors have been most courteous and appreciative of all our efforts. Madeleine Pintoux, the Chair of our partner organisation has written to say, “du fond du coeur merci”.

The high spot of the visit was of course the unveiling of the plaque at West Bay to commemorate the naming of the new construction in honour of our twin town. 

An enduring memorial of our friendship is now to be seen on either side of the Channel. We have at last repaid our debt of gratitude to the St. Vaastais for naming their harbour-side “Promenade de Bridport” and it is clear that our reciprocal gesture has been greatly appreciated by the French, on whose behalf Madeleine writes, “Nous sommes très fiers d’avoir notre nom à West Bay”.

In a further evidence of strengthening our ties of friendship, an exchange will be taking place early next year between Colfox School and the equivalent college in St. Vaast, involving Year 11 students. We are very grateful to Aurelie Cordier for her efforts which have made this possible.

Until we all have another opportunity to meet with our French friends your committee has planned a full and exciting programme of activities, to keep us occupied well into next year. Please put all of the following dates in your diaries right away, and resolve to support these events as fully as possible.

SKITTLES: We have invited Beaminster TTA to a friendly skittles match at The Tiger, Barrack Street, Bridport at 7.30pm on Monday 28th November. Cost will be £5 per head to include supper. Please contact Mike Farmer on 423400 or 427177 to let him know you are able to attend – thanks.

/ Continued over …..

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Assuming that we are successful in the ballot for a tree, we shall have a presence at this annual festival which will be open to the public from Tuesday 6th until Sunday 11th December. Penny and Marianna, with anyone else who wishes to help, will be decorating the tree on Monday 5th December.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Joyce and Eric Dunford have again very kindly invited us all to a Christmas Party at Balaclava House on Tuesday 13th December at 7.30pm. Charmouth and Beaminster TTAs are also being invited. Andrew Dickson will play the accordion for us again, and Monique has made some new song-sheets. Sandra Brown has been invited to sing. We will be asking for a suggested donation of £5 per head and there will of course be a raffle. RSVP to Mike, as above – thank you.

QUIZ NIGHT

There is to be a fund-raising French-themed Quiz Night on Saturday 4th February in the British Legion Hall, Victoria Grove starting at 7.30pm. £4 per head including supper; bring your own drinks. This event is open to families and friends, and to members of other Town Twinning groups. Teams will be formed at the tables on the night. Our grateful thanks to John & Penny for arranging all this. Please ring them on 01308 422730 to let them know you are coming.

MARDIS GRAS.

Shrove Tuesday next year falls on Tuesday 28th February. We are planning to celebrate the occasion with a meal at The Riverside Restaurant – more details later.

03/04/2006 – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Our AGM will take place on Monday 3rd April in the Town Hall, starting at 7.30pm. We should very much like to see a full attendance at this important meeting when, among other matters, we shall be discussing subscription levels and our policy regarding the granting of student bursaries.

AND FINALLY

Coming bang up to date – our regular meetings for French conversation are continuing. They really are very user-friendly, so if you have never tried it or if you haven’t been along for a while, do please give it a look. We next meet on Tuesday 8th November at 7.30pm in the West Dorset Club. On 22/11 and 06/12 the venue is The George. Hope to see you there.

A bientôt ! 

Derek A. Finch, Secretary.







